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FEXKOtwithſtanding the many Diſcou- 
Mn N ragements which thoſe of the Li- 
X# terary Claſs daily meet with, and 
a the Courts of Juſtice, by a too ſan- 
guine Interpretation of the Laws, have 
lately teſtified their Diſpleaſure with an un- 
common Warmth of Temper, and with 
leſs Moderation than ſome others of a con- 
tracy Turn of Mind and oppoſite Com- 
plexion may hereafter do, yet ſuch is my 
Regard to Truth and Concern for the 
Welfare and Intereſt of my Country, that 
1 cannot defer this Epiſtolary Correſpon- 


121 


dence; for it is pity that a Miſcarriage 
ſhould: be attributed to a Body of Men, 
vrhich is only chargeable upon one or two 
Commanders: and in this I think I act 


generouſly by your Excellency, in giving 
you an Opportunity of vindicating your- 
ſelf from the ſeveral Steps complained off, 
and of giving Satisfaction to the Publick 
by a fair and candid Repreſentation of your 
Conduct. N 


Tt is univerſally allowed, that Secrecy 
and good Intelligence are the very Life 


and Soul of every Expedition? If an Enemy 


is to be attacked in a Place he little ex- 
pected, his Camp is not to be ſurprized by 
the Sound of Trumpets and beat of Drums 
at a Diſtance : No, it is to be ſet upon un- 
awares, and to be ſurprized i in a Moment. 


Sterecy has indeed been nſed on the 
Part of the Miniſtry in one Senſe to the 
Advantage of the Expedition, tho' not in 
another. The Deſtination of the Forces 
lay hid in the Breaſt of the Prime Mini- 
ter, but the Situation of the French Bays 
and Harbours ſeem to have been kept a 
Secret from you ; and hence the Spring of 

the 
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1134 
the Diſaſter, which at firſt Sight throws a 
Reproach upon the Nation, while ſo many 
Individuals have ſmarted thro an irrepa- 
rable Loſs ſuſtained in the general Cala- 
mity. 21 40 Hinnnag 


Its agreed, Sir, on all Hands, that the 
Troops diſembarked on the 4th of Seß- 
tember, with the Loſs of only eight Men, 
who were drowned; an Accident which 
might happen in the beſt conducted Expe- 
dition, and which the moſt extenſive Fore- 
fight could not prevent. But truly, Sir, 
I cannot think it extraordinary Prudence to 
land a Body of Men at a Port, where, in 
Caſe of an Emergency, they could not be 
re-imbarked with the ſame Facility ; and as 
the Bay of Sr. Lunaire abounds with 
Rocks, and is foul, and that the Sea ruſhes 
into it with great Impetuoſity, as · the 
ſame is narrow, it does not at all ſeem 
agreeable to that Prudence and Circum- 
ſpection which an Enterprize of ſuch Con- 
ſequence required, and which might have 
been expected from an Officer of fifty 
Vears Experience, to land the Forces 
there; and as the Coaſt extended itſelf, and 
| | B 2 run 


[4] 
run dut-into the Sea at the Diſtance of ſe - 
veral Miles from the Place of Landing; ſo 
it gave a palpable Advantage to the Enemy 
to put the Forces aſhore at this Place, and 


naturally ſuggeſted to them a Probability of 


collecting a Number of Troops, ſufficient 
to deſtroy the Invaders before theſe could 


fſimiſh their March, or artive at a Place 


e Far: 45045 


* as | 


Lam, Sie e * to believe, 
chest neither you, nor Lord Howe,” fell into 
the dangerous Miſtake of deſpifing your 


Enemy. Both your Excellency and his 


Lordſhip knew that you were going on an 
E jon to the Coaſt of France and'the 
publick Papers informed you, that the 
Court ef Verfailles was preparing againſt 
an Attack on the Coaſt of Britanny and 
Normandy ; the Names of the chief Com- 
manders were not concealed; for Secrecy 


of this Kind would not be adviſeable. The 


| Fame of the Duke d Aguillon, and what he 
was capable of doing, was no leſs known 
than his Courage and Conduct were ad- 
mired. His Grace had ſerved under the 
eee in Jah, witneſſed the Stra- 
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| 65 uncommon Preparations of the moſt 


('s] 

tagems and Feints of that great  Com- 
mander; and what is more, he was actuated 
by a Principle of Honour, and a fervent 
Zeal to promote the Glory of the grand 
Monarch. The Count % la Tour d Au- 
vergne, and the Marquis de Cuicè, had 
been Witneſſes of the Skill and Addreſs with 
which Count Coigny and Marſhal Saxe hal 
extricated themſelves from furroundingDif. 
ficulties. The Name of the Chevalier de 
Polignac is frequent enough in the Hiſto- 
ries of the late War; and to his Character, 
neither his Lordſhip nor your Excellency 
ane ee 11 3608 


1, Sir, uch Jodmations were aims & 


politic Enemy, it certainly; was not below 
the moſt ſpirited and enterprizing Com- 
mander to uſe a little Craft and Stratagem, 
or at leaſt to weigh Things in the Ballance 
of cool and impartial Reflection; and not 
to be fo elevated with fame former Suc- 
ceſs, as to dream of nothing but one unin- 
terrupted Courſe of good Fortune. The 
more ſucceſsful the former Expedition, the 


more ought: you. to have been upon your 
Guard ; 


1691 


Guard]; ſince to be puffed up with a Glimſe 


of Succeſs at firſt, is uſually attended with 


Diſappointment in the Iſſue. But, Sir, 
tho the Landing at Lunaire Bay might be 


paſſed over as one of the leaſt Miſtakes, 
yet there is ſomething in the next Step 


— which I wiſh could be reconciled to the 


Rules of Prudence and Diſcretion in Af- 
fairs of that Kind; I mean the undeter- 
mined and fluctuating Diſpoſition of the 


ee * . 


1 is e be a — an Of- 
cer of General B—'s Experience ſhould 
ſtill be hovering and doubtful at ſo critical 
a Juncture; the Council of War, might 


have determined the Queſtion, Attack Sr. 


Moaloes, or not! as well on Ship- board as 
on the Coaſt of France. There certainly 
were people on board the Effex well ac- 
quainted with S. Males, which, in Time 
of Peace, is ſo much frequented, that al- 
moſt every Maſter of a Brig on the Coaſt, 
from Dover to the Lizard, have been 
ſome Time or other in it. And it is no 
Way incredible, that theSmugglers of Gzern- 
Rs fey 


principal Commanders, e - HG to _ 


by 


if "4, KY Wl, 


1A 


e and Alderney were acquainted there. 


The coaſting Veſſels of Sr. Aubin, St. 
Hilary, and Somaris, upon the Ifle of Fer- 
ſey, are almoſt every Day at St. Maloes. 
By Means of theſe, and other Coaſters, 
ſufficient „mcg might — been wn 
cured. | 


An Attack 1800 S. Males has ever hank 
judged impracticable; like the antient Tyre, 
it is built in the Sea, among Rocks and 
Shallows. The Englſb have tried the Ex- 
periment, and ſtill come off with Loſs; 
as in the Year 1694, when an Admiral of 
conſummate Experienee, and undaunted 
Courage, attacked it with a formidable 
Force, which yet was baffled by theſe 
hidden Barriers, which Nature had thrown 
in the Way. Nor does it appear from Hi- 
ſtory, that ever any Advantage was gained 
by the Enghſh at St. Males, like that 
which the illuſtrious Duke of Marlborough | 
_ ai | 


This Expedition was one cof thoſs. where- 
in the Truth of the Maxim was confirmed, 
Fortune favours the Brave!“ for the 

Governor 


2 t 8] 

Governor of St. Mallet, by his too great 
Care, ,outdid myſelf, and conttibuted to 
farivard the Progreſs, and adorn the Tem- 
ples. of the Duke of Martborough : For 
had the Ships, which he drew into the Ba- 
ſan between the Town and the Continent, 
been drawn up between Fort Royal d. Ielett 
and Chatteau de St. Vincent, or cloſe by 
Fort du Grande Beye, they might have 
been defended by the Artillery. of theſe 
Forts, and by the Fire of the Batteries of 
the Town ; which, partly from the good 
State of the Garriſon, and partly from the 
wiſe Conduct of the noble Commander, in 
not ſpending the Time upon a fruitleſs 
. oautinned unmoleſted. 


His Grace was not ſent to carry on War 
aſter the Manner of the Tartars and Coſſacks, 
who ſpare nothing; bey burn the Towns 
they have plundered, and turn the moſt 
fruitful and pleaſant Countries into fright- 
ful Wilds, and hideous Deſarts; Men and 
Women, Boys and Girls, are compelled 
to follow them, while the Throats of old 
and Infants are cut from Ear to 


Ear. No! His Grace ſhewed an Exam- 
ple 


[9] 
ple of Moderation and Politenefs, hitherto 
unknown among the Marſhals of FFance 3 
whoſe Towns it is the Intereſt of no Eng- 
liſhman to deſtroy. The Buſineſs of the 
Court of Britain is to ruin their Shipping, 
as at S. Males; fill up their Harbours, as 
at Cherburgh ad cut off their Communi- 
cation with their Settlements in America, 
as lately has been done. There is no per- 
ſonal Animoſity between the French and 
Englfb,” however the Intereſt of the two 
may claſh together; the Diſcord flows 
from the Situation of either Place; both 


graſp at an univerſal Trade; and, indeed, 


the preſent War is concerning Commerce. 
Suppoſe an Exchange to be made between 
the Engliſh and French, and that by mutual 
Conſent the Kingdoms were bartered, the 
Animoſity would ſcarce ceaſe. with the Ex- 
change; both would be equally ſelfiſn and 
intereſted, and equally endeavour to en- 
hance Trade into their own Ports at the 
Expeiice of the other. Convinced of this, 
and prompted by the Sentiments of Huma- 
nity and Goodneſs, which ſhine with ſuch 
Luſtre in his Grace's. Character, the Ope- 
rations of the Army under his Command 
C were 


-& 20, ] 
117 confined to deſtroying the Marine 3 

of, in the Eyes of his very Enemies, the 
Name of the Duke of Marlborough is men- 
tioned, with Veneration, and his Actions 


command an univerſal Applauſe. How far 


999 1 


Jour Excellency has imitated ſo illuſtrious a 


'F EX 


Pattern, will be diſcovered i in Time; and 
| 1 do, affurg you, that 1 none ſhall be more 
ready than your humble Servant to ſound 
your Applauſe, if upon Trial it appears 
| that you have followed an Example ſo ge- 
nerous and noble i in. itſelf, and fo ſtriking 
7 to every unbiaſſed and unprejudiced Spec- 
a 12 

9 fortunate for yourſelf as Com- 
wander, and the numerous Patriots who 
died in the Cauſe of their Country, that 
the 6th 'of September, 1758, had not been 
ſpent. i in fruitleſs Councils of War, upon 
the Theatre of Action, at leaſt the Troops 
might have been reimbarked as ſafely as 
they had been landed the Day before. 


© 
at a. 


But, Sir, as you were now in an Ene- 
mies Country, and witneſſed the Effects of 
their Vigilance and Care, fince the Time 


of 
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of + laſt Deſcent, it was natural to ima- 


gine, that they had been equally careful. in 


providing for the Defence of other Places : 
Tt ſcarce admitted of a Doubt, that the 
French Forces were poſted ; in the moſt con- 
venient Station, for uniting together, in or- 
der to prevent the Effects of any future 
Landing ; and as the Deſign of a Deſcent 
was entirely to deſtroy the Marine, an In- 
curſion into the Country might have been 
diſpenſed with, or at leaſt a few light 
"Horſemen were ſufficient to anſwer any 
Purpoſes of that Kind. But it does not ap- 
pear to me that there was any ſkilful Ge- 
neralſhip in making the Foot Regiments 
loſe fight of the Fleet; and certainly 
the Kingdom of France is not without 
Roads and Highways along their Coaſts. 
Neither indeed can 1 approve entering 
Matignon, an inland Town, with Drums 
bearing and ſound of Trumpet, in order, no 
doubt, to proclaim the Approach of the 
Britiſh Army: For as the Britiſh Forces 
were not ſent over to ſtrike a Terror into 
the naked Parts of the Countries, ſo theſe 
Inſtruments of infuſing Terror might have 

| C 2 been 
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been diſpenſed. with. When Charles XII. 
of Sweden entered Dantzich, a City far 
more populous and rich than Matignen, at 
the Head of 4000 Grenadiers, all theſe 
formalities were deferred, the Colours were 
only diſplayed. 


But paſſing over. the March Wy Mute 
non and Briac, I cannot, Sir, but expreſs 
my Surprize at miſtaking the Time of 
High- water at the River which runs by the 
Jatter Place ; you certainly knew the Age 
of the Moon, or at leaſt, there were Peo- 
ple in the Army who knew ſo much of 
the Motion of that Luminary, and of the 
Tides which are regulated by it, as could 
prevent ſo great a Miſtake as you ſeem to 
have fallen into: A Miſtake of this Kind, 
eſpecially when the Army was ſo near it, 
appears ſomewhat ſtrange to me : Perhaps 
the Scouts, ſent out tp get Intelligence, like 
| Ariftath of old, were ſo intent upon Enqui- 
ries into the Origin of Tides, and the Cauſe 
of the different Phenomena there, that they 
forgot to make their Report, 
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Bot, not to dwell on theſe Things, 1 

25 leave to expoſtulate with your Excel- 

cy upon the laſt Step, I: pre- 
din the wr nf 


On the T you received undoubted 
Information, that the Duke 4 Aiguillon 
was advancing to give you Battle, with ele- 
ven Regiments of Foot” and five of Horſe; 
with ten Pieces of Cannon and two Mor- 


tars; and that the Deſign was to attack the 


Troops wader _ Command next Mor- 


ping. 


As their Force was ſuperior to yours, 
and that you wanted the proper Artillery, 
it would not have been agreeable to the 
Circumſpection uſed by the greateſt Offi- 
cers, at this Time, when the Art of War 
is ſo much improved, to have waited fort 
the Enemy: And ſo I heartily approve of 
the Reſolution taken, to return to the Bay 
of St. Cas, where the Fleet then lay; and 
was ready to ſecond your Operations. 


Bly though I highly commend the Re- 


ſolution 


[14 ] 
folution. to retreat, and cannot ſufficiently 
admire the Diligence of Commodore Hawe, 
in getting the tflat-bottom'd Boats ready to 
receive the Troops, and conduct them on 
Board as theſe arrived ; yet I humbly am of 
Opinion, that the Letter which you ſent by 
Expreſs to the Commodore, ought to have 
aſked ſomething more than it did ; and it 
will ſcarce. admit of a Doubt, that his 
Lordſhip would have chearfully complied 
with any reaſonable Deſire, for promoting 
the Glory of his King, the Advantage and 
Honour of his Country, eſpecially when 
accompanied by one of the Branches of the 
Royal Family, who bears the Name at 
which France ſo frequently trembled, and 
bled - proſtrate at every Vein, It would 
have been as prudent in you, as advanta- 
geous to the Expedition, to have deſired 
of the Commodore, ſome Artillery; ſup- 
poſe twenty Pieces of Cannon, and four 
Mortars, with Engineers and Matroſſes in 
Proportion ; as alſo all the uſeful Hands he 
could conveniently ſpare: In Caſe your 
Excellency had made ſuch a Requiſition, 


the ſame would have been complied with. 
The 
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( 15] 
The Volunteers, and of theſe there was a 
confiderable Number, ſome of them of the 
beſt Blood in the Nation, who would have 
diſcovered an Emulation to be ſet on Shore : 
The honourable Sir John Armitage, Mr. 
Delaval, and others, too numerous here to 
mention, would, with Pleaſure, have ven- 
tured their Lives in the Company of his 
Royal Highneſs Prince Edward, and vied 
with each other in ſignalizing themſelves 
under the Eye of the young Hero : In this 
Caſe you would have been welcomed by 
the loud Huzzas and Acclamations of the 
Party ſent from on Board to your Aſſiſt- 
ance. Inſtead of the flat-bottom'd Boats 
to take the Troops on Board, you would 
have been preſented with the View of two 
or three Batteries of Cannon, ſufficient to 
have filenced thoſe of the Enemy ; and 
inſtead of ordering the Troops to leap into 
the Boats, you would have encouraged them 
to ſtand their Ground, and animate them 
with the Proſpect. of ſo powerful a Rein- 
forcement. This, Sir, is what I really be- 
lieve Edward the Black Prince, or Henry 
the F ifth would readily have done ; 3 for 


who» 


( 16 ] 
whoever peruſes the plain and accurate 
Deſcription of the Battles of Paictiers and 
Seh, by the ingenious Dr. Smollett, and 
compares the Situation and Number of the 
Engliſh Forces under the Black Prince, 
with the Situation and Number of thoſe un- 
der your Command, he will find that the 
Diſproportion of che French and Britiſh 
Forces at Poictiers was twenty Times greater 
than at the Diſaſter near the Bay of S.. 


Cat. If you had been in the Pay of France, 


and concerted Meaſures with the Duke 


. Aiguilon, you could not have ated more 
to the Satisfaction of the Court of Ver- 
ſaille. Whether the Fault proceeded 
from your Excellency, or from General 
D-—y, is beſt known to yourſelf. One 
Thing appears evident to me, that inſtead 
of marching up with the Grenadeers to 
give the Enemy Battle, while the other 
Troops were embarking; you ought to 
have waited, in a full Body, to divert 
them during the Landing of the Suc- 
cours from the Fleet; in which Caſe the 
Time would have been, at leaſt, pro- 
longed till Night, under Favour of which, 

the 
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the Troops might have been reimbark- 
ed, the Ein of Blood would have 
been prevented, and the Britiſh Arms 
crowned with. a Succeſs under the Eyes 

an enterprizing young Hero of the 
Royal Family, far exceeding any Con- 
queſt; for # is more Honour to bring off 


an Array, than to gain 4 Victoty; an 


honourable Retreat proclaims the skill 


and Conduct of a General, more than 
gaining Fa Battle; and to paſs Defiles 
in the 8 of an Enemy, is reckoned 
2  Maſter-Pibce in the Art & Wat, and 
was the moſt ſparkling Gem in that Crown 
of Applauſe, which the. Generals of the 
laſt Age unanimouſly conferred upon the 
Head of the — Marſhal T7 urenNe.. 


The Circumſtances of the Attack itſelf 
will, I am much afraid, appear no Way 


conſiſtent with that Skill and Conduct 


which an Affair of fo much Inportance 
required; and as the French were too 
knowing to paſs a Hollow Way, ſo nci- 
ther ought any Corps of the Troops un- 

D” e 
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der your Command. The Hiſtorian Yel- 
taire, whoſe Account of the Battle of 
Dettingen, in the Hiſtory of the War 
1741, Was. reviſed by the Marſhal Duke 
de Noailles, before it was ſent to the Preſs, 
aſſerts, that the Loſs of the Battle of Det- 
tingen was intirely owing to the Duke 
de Gramont, paſſing the Hollow Way 
on. the Brink. of which, the French Ar- 
my. was drawn up, and at the Head 
of . which ſeveral maſked Batt-;hes were 
fixed for enfilading the Br. 
as they were "calling And am hearti- 
12 ſorry to think, that General DB 

ſhould have committed a greater Miſtake 


than the Duke of Gramont's Vi gour 


and Heat of Youth hurried him into; 
and what is ſtill more remarkable, 8 
had no Cannon to ſupport him, which 
the French General abounded with. 
Theſe, Sir, among, other Things, are 
complained of by the Populace : And, 

this Time, their Reſentment and Jae 
are levelled at you; tho', indeed, I think 
you afe only the Inſtrument of the late diſ- 


aſter, 


[ 19 ] 
; aſter, while another, in a higher and more 
| exalted Station, is the principal Cauſe. 


2 Miniſter, whoſe Redundancy of 
peech, like a Torrent, breaks down the 
2 of Oppoſition, and burſts the Bar- 
riers of Party and Faction, was not ignorant, 
that your Excellency's great Age and Infir- 
mities, could not promiſe all that Spirit and 
Activity requiſite in an Expedition of ſuch 
Importance, as that whereon you was ſent; 
he muſt have known, that for many Years, 
you had retired from public Buſineſs to en- 
joy a Repoſe, which your great Age ſo 
loudly called for: What Arguments that 
GREAT Ma will uſe to palliate the Choice, 
may poſſibly appear hereaſter; and his ima- 
gination is abundantiy fruitful: I ſhall only 
ſay, that ſeldom or never does a ſolid and 
diſcerning Judgment attend an Overflow of 
Words, and too impetuous a Volubility of 
Tongue; tor it is oble ervable, that where 


a prevail, a Solidity of Underſtand! ing 
and Reach of Thought, are generally want- 


ing, or at Jealt detective 34 ſcanty: 8 


Ne 
taking the Matter in this V. ew, I humbly 


all 


f. 


[20] 
am of an Opinion, that a Petition ought 
to be prefented to his Majeſty, not for or- 

4 dering an Enquiry into your Conduct, as 
the Cauſe of the late Miſcarriage ; bat that 
he would | be graciouſly pleaſed to order 
that the Names of the Miniſters who ad- 
viſed him to commit the Care of an Expe- ; 
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dition of the laſt Importance to a ſuperan- 1 
nuated Gentleman, might be laid before 
the Parliament, that ſo Juſtice may over- 

wm take thoſe who deſerve Puniſhment, 
0 I am &c. 
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